
hook. However, if a man wishes to advertise himself
as a physician who is rendered especially joyful by in¬
formation how to diagnose all kinds of diseases at sight
it should not seriously concern us. It is merely a matter
of taste.

CONTRACT PRACTICE.
The insurance examination question, discussed else-

where, is related very closely to that of contract practice.
At various times during the last few years we have
called attention to the fact that the "battle of the clubs"
of our English brethren will have to be fought in this
country at some time, and that the sooner we commence
the fight the easier it will be won. Gradually and surely
this evil is spreading, and in some localities has already
produced most disastrous conditions\p=m-\conditionsthat
are as harmful to the public as they are ruinous to the
profession. If we mistake not, in another ten years
there will be scarcely a community in the country in
which our profession will not be feeling this blight, i. e.,
if something is not done to check it. It is not the legiti-
mate contract practice that is to be feared (for there is
a form of contract practice that is legitimate, as, for
instance, the contract to attend injured workmen—but
not in sickness nor their families—employed in a mill
or factory), but the organizations that are gotten up for
the purpose of buying a physician's services at whole¬
sale and selling them at retail. There is no doubt about
the viciousness of this form of contract practice, whether
it be in the case of a fraternal order or connected with
an organization created solely for the purpose of supply¬ing a physician's services at a minimum fee; and this
should be fought vigorously. Contract practice is one
of the most serious evils immediately threatening the
medical profession of this country.

IOWA AGAINST CHARLATANS.
According to a recent decision of the Supreme Court,

any one who professes to treat diseases in Iowa must
have had a course of medical study sufficient to justify
his assuming the responsibility in matters so important
to life and health. The decision was in the case of the
state against J. C. Wilhite, who seemed to have more
diplomas than anything else, having, it is alleged, se-
cured one diploma by two months' study, another by a
few months' correspondence course and another by a
three months' course at a "neurological college." The
court remarks that "no argument is required to demon-
strate that his preparation was utterly inadequate and
that his pretensions savored of the charlatan and impos-
tor." The court specifically denies any intention in this
decision to limit the practice of medicine to any particu-
lar system or mode of treatment. The decision simply
emphasizes that the design of the state law on the sub-
ject is that "every one, before he shall undertake to pre¬
vent, cure or alleviate disease and pain as an occupa¬tion, shall have some knowledge of the nature of dis¬
ease, its origin, its anatomic and physiologic features,its causative relations and the preparation and action of
drugs. Experience has shown that this is necessary forthe protection of the people against fraud and empiri-

cism. No one is thereby deprived of the opportunity
to exploit his 'system.' All that is exacted is that, before
undertaking to do so by applying it to the functions of
life, he shall be possessed of that degree of knowledge and
skill required by the statute and evidenced by a certifi¬
cate from the proper officers of the state." This decision,
a full abstract of which appears in our Medicolegal
Department this week, is an important one and will have
a tendency to check the form of quackery referred to.

PHENACETIN (ACETPHENETIDIN) VS. ACETANILID.

It is interesting to trace the influence of medical fash-
ion and similar factors on the estimation in which the
various synthetic analgesics are held by the medical pro-
fession. Acetanilid, the most widely known of these
agents, has met condemnation chiefly because it has been
most indiscriminately employed, not only by the medical
profession but also by the lay public. It was one of the
first to be freed from the restrictions of the patent laws
and, on account of its cheapness, rapidly rose in profes-
sional and public esteem. In consequence, however, of
some fatalities and of the evil done by its indiscriminate
and habitual use, it passed under the ban and phenace-
tin took its place to a large extent in the armamentarium
of the careful physician. The extensive use of acetanilid
in proprietary mixtures and popular headache powders
and the fatalities following such use tended to increase
its ill repute among physicians. How far the fact that
phenacetin was still a patented and proprietary article
has shielded it from condemnation as a toxic agent can
not be stated, but undoubtedly less has been heard of its
dangers than would have been the case had it stood alone
without the protection which goes with proprietary arti¬
cles. Phenacetin is reputed to be much safer than acet¬
anilid, but how well founded this opinion is can not be de¬
termined until it shall have been used as extensively and
as recklessly as the cheaper and better known drug. It
is the opinion of pharmacologists that, except for the
difference in dose needed to produce the effect, the ac¬
tions of the two drugs are identical. While the toxic
dose is much larger for phenacetin than for acetanilid,
the amount necessary to produce the desired therapeutic
effect is also proportionately larger. This being the case,
caution regarding the use of phenacetin is as appropriate
as in the case of acetanilid. There is reason for the legal
regulation of the sale of phenacetin as well as of aceta¬
nilid. The ill repute of acetanilid has secured its mention
by name in the Pure Food and Drugs Law, while phen¬
acetin can be included only by implication as one of the
derivatives of acetanilid. There has been some question
whether phenacetin can be so classed. The commission
appointed to draft rules and regulations governing the
administration of the law decided that phenacetin be¬
longs among the derivatives of acetanilid and that its
name must appear on the labels of medicines or foods
which contain it. The decision of the commission ap¬
pears not to be final and the question is still undecided.
It has been surmised that the manufacturers of analgesic
proprietaries were about to seek to escape the odium
which now attaches to acetanilid and the necessity of
publishing the fact of its presence in their remedies by
substituting phenacetin for it. Whether this will be
extensively done remains to be seen. It is stated on good
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authority that the proprietors of some nostrums hereto¬
fore containing acetanilid and advertised to the medical
profession have already made this change. Thus, they
think, they may be saved the disgrace of having to con¬
fess openly the real character of their mixtures. In view
of the possibility of such a movement it would be much
to be regretted if phenacetin should escape the operation
of the law. It is to be hoped that the decision of the com¬
mission will be sustained and that the proper labeling of
mixtures containing this drug'will prevent its becoming
as great a menace to the public health as acetanilid has
been. We have used the name "phenacetin" because it is
best known under this title ; this name, however, is con¬
trolled; the official title given it is acetphenetidin.

Medical News
CONNECTICUT.

Professorship Endowed.\p=m-\Announcementis made of a gift of$50.000 to endow a chair of pathology in Yale University, Med-ical Department, in memory of the late Dr. John Slade Ely of
New Haven.

October Morbidity and Mortality.\p=m-\DuringOctober there
were reported to the State Board of Health 41 cases of mea-
sles in 13 towns; 74 cases of scarlet fever in 29 towns; one
case of cerebrospinal fever; 235 cases of diphtheria in 39
towns; 64 cases of whooping cough in 15 towns; 135 cases of
typhoid fever in 46 towns, and 37 cases of consumption in 19
towns. The total deaths for the month were 1,273, equivalent
to an annual death rate per 1,000 of 15.2. Infectious diseases
caused 525 deaths or 17.6 per cent, of the total mortality. The
chief death causes were: Diseases of the nervous system, 156;
cnsumption, 133; heart disease, 124; pneumonia, 85; accidents
and violence, 77; diarrheal diseases, 71; diphtheria, 36; bron-
chitis, 30; typhoid fever, 25, and whooping cough, 23.

DELAWARE.
Correction in State Board Date.—The December meeting of

the Delaware State Board of Examiners will be held December
11 and not December 6, as was erroneously stated in The
Journal, November 24. The December meeting always be¬
gins on the second Tuesday of the month.

ILLINOIS.
Did Not Report Case.—Dr. Louise Miller, Moline, was fined

$5 and costs, November 22, for violation of a health ordinance
of Moline, which provides that physicians must report cases of
contagious diseases within 24 hours after their discovery.
Epidemic Diseases.—Three cases of diphtheria are reported

in Colfax. Schools have been elosed and church services and
other public meetings have been interdicted.-Diphtheria is
reported to be increasing in Metamora.-The epidemic of
scarlet fever at Moline is reported to be abating.
Embalming Fluid.—The Coroners' Association of Illinois, at

the next session of the legislature, will enter opposition to the
use of embalming fluids containing strychnin and arsenic, as
the use of these drugs has, it is claimed, on many occasions,
interfered with the determination of the cause of death.
Personal.—Dr. Philip H. Oyler, Mount Pulaski, has retired

from practice on account of ill health and has been succeeded
by Dr. Henry M. Van Hook.-Dr. Joseph H. Firestone, Free-
port, returned from Europe, November 18.

Chicago.
Sir James Grant in Chicago.—Sir James Grant, Ottawa, was

the guest of the Illinois St. Andrews' Society, at its sixty-first
anniversary, December 1.
Communicable Diseases.—At the end of November the rec¬

ords of the health department showed that 13 cases of diph¬
theria and 579 eases of scarlet fever have been reported, gener¬
ally distributed over the city.
Coroner's Cases.—During November 349 cases were investi¬

gated by the coroner's office. Of these 110 were natural
deaths; 25 were due to suicide; 28 to railway accidents; 17 to
asphyxiation; 14 to street-car accidents, and 10 to homicide.
Of the 25 cases of suicide, 13 were the result of despondency

and 4 to temporary insanity. Of the suicides 14 were due to
gunshot wounds, 4 to asphyxiation, 5 to poisoning, one to
hanging and one victim cut his throat.
For Charity.—The address of Senator Tillman is reported to

have netted $2,000 for the henefit of the Chicago Union Hos¬
pital.-On Thanksgiving evening the members of the Royal
League subscribed $2,000 toward the maintenance of the sana¬
torium of that organization at Black Mountain, N. C.
Mortality of the Week.—The department of health reports

571 deaths during the week ended December 1, 6 less than for
the previous week and 88 more than for the corresponding
week of 1905. Pneumonia led the death causes with 82; then
followed consumption, with 66; heart diseases, with 62; vio¬
lence (including suicide), with 45; nephritis, with 38; nervous
diseases, with 27; diphtheria, with 25; cancer, with 23; acute
intestinal diseases, with 22; scarlet fever, with 17, and apo¬
plexy and bronchitis, each with 14.
Personal.—Dr. Joseph Zeisler arrived in New York from

Europe, November 30, much improved in health.-Dr. Charles
J. Whalen, health commissioner of Chicago, spoke before the
Steel Club, Joliet, November 15, on "The Influence of Sanita¬
tion on Mortality."-Dr. Alexander Hugh Ferguson was deco¬
rated with the Order of Christ by Count de Saint Eulalia, the
Portuguese consul at New York, at a complimentary dinner,
November 27.-Dr. Louis L. McArthur has been chosen to
represent the Illinois branch of the National Red Cross at the
annual convention in Washington, D. C.
November Mortality.—During November, 1906, 2,386 deaths

were reported, 53 more than for October, and 321 more than
for November, 1905, the respective annual death rates per
1,000 being 14.17, 13.40 and 12.62. Pneumonia, as usual, led
the death causes with 350, followed by consumption with 253 ;
heart disease, with 226; violence (including suicide), with 176;
nephritis, with 174; acute intestinal diseases, with 122, and
cancer, with 110. During the month 80 deaths were reportedfrom diphtheria, 51 from scarlet fever, 39 from typhoid fever,
18 from whooping cough, and 8 each from measles and influ¬
enza.

Lack of Medical Inspection.—The department of health as¬
cribes the relatively high November mortality to abnormal
weather conditions, a higher temperature than normal and a
lower degree of sunshine than normal, together with a lack of
medical school inspection. To the lack of medical school in¬
spection is attributed the lion's share of the 113 per cent, in¬
crease in contagious diseases, and especially in diphtheria and
scarlet fever. Spread of infection is largely due to the ignor¬
ance or carelessness of the parents who send their children back
to school too soon after recovery from a mild attack of one of
these diseases; even some physicians appear to be ignorant ofthe fact that children recovering from an attack of scarlet
fever and apparently well, may convey the disease to others,
and that nothing but a school medical inspection corps can keepall children recovering from the mild forms of these diseases
from entering the schools, with a possibility of infecting others.

KENTUCKY.
Abuse of Ambulance.—The Louisville city ambulance has

been forbidden to make a run unless the patient is to be brought
to the city hospital. It is claimed by the board of safety that
the city has been greatly imposed on by calls from outside
sources for the transportation of patients when the patients
have been abundantly able to pay for a private ambulance.
For Better Milk.—Vigorous prosecution of the violators of

the milk ordinance has been undertaken in Louisville by the
State Pure Food Department, through Mr. R. M. Allen of Lex¬
ington, its secretary. About 50 cases have been prepared for
the courts under every phase of the city ordinance regulating
the sale of milk, the State Board of Health law regarding the
hygienic condition of the dairies, and the state pure food law.
The prosecution aimed particularly at the feeding of swill
to milk cows, which is a great menace to health around Louis¬
ville.-The Owensboro board of health has also taken steps
to protect its citizens against impure milk, warrants having
been taken out against dairymen for supplying milk deficient
in butter fat and for not maintaining dairies in hygienic con¬
dition.

MARYLAND.
New Hospital.—The Hotel Noms, Easton, has been leased

by the directors of the Emergency Hospital for five years.
The building was occupied early this month. The staff con¬
sists of three physicians appointed by the board of directors.
Crusade Against Illegal Practitioners.—The State Board of

Medical Examiners is making an effort to drive from the state
all who are practicing without a certificate from the board,
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